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During the 16 Days Campaign in November 2017, almost 300 people
came together in Durban, South Africa, to talk openly about an
uncomfortable subject for the very ﬁrst time. Over 150 faith leaders came
to listen to almost 100 survivors of sexual and gender based violence.
They spoke honestly about their experiences when approaching their
faith leaders for help as survivors of violence. And the faith leaders
responded honestly too, leading to a very insightful and challenging
conversation.
This resource contains some actual conversations that took place, and
oﬀers questions to help faith leaders, survivors, activists, government
oﬃcials and other service providers to take these conversations deeper.
Unfortunately, although leaders of all diﬀerent faiths were invited, almost
all those who came were from the Christian faith. But this does not mean
that faith leaders from other faiths, or community leaders of no faith,
should not make use of this tool. Simply adapt it to your own context.
The aim is that, together, people from all walks of life may work towards
preventing sexual and gender based violence (SGBV) and improving how
we respond to those who come for support.
Vusi Cebekhulu, co-facilitator
of the dialogue, invites us to
engage fully:
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As people are
sharing their
stories, I want us to
feel them, and not just
let it be them speaking
and we move on…so
that we can respond
accordingly.

Survivors at the
centre - why?
“Nothing about us without us”
This slogan has been used for hundreds of years in movements ﬁghting for
a say in political decisions about their lives. It was made famous again by the
Disability Movement in the 1990s, and has often been used by AIDS activists
living with HIV in their campaigns to inﬂuence policies and programmes
related to them.
During this 16 Days Event, members of the Phephisa
Survivor Network were asked to speak to faith leaders
as the experts in what is needed from sexual and gender
based violence (SGBV) services. After all, who knows
better what support is needed than those who
have experienced the trauma of SGBV? And who
knows better about prevention than those who have
suﬀered because of problems with SGBV services?
For this reason, all the conversations quoted in this
dialogue tool are centred around survivor inputs at
the meeting.

Who knows
better what
support is needed
than those who have
experienced the
trauma of SGBV?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

Why faith leaders?

1.

Is there any phrase or sentence
in what the survivors have said
that really makes you think? Do
you agree or disagree? Why?

2.

What are the implications for
your own attitude to the church
or your faith community, to
survivors of violence, or to your
own situation?

3.

What are some implications for
how you exercise your ministry,
or how you approach your work
in the GBV sector?

Survivors speak out

Phindile Dludla, Phephisa (Survivor)
We approach you, faith leaders, because we know that you are literally the
main place where when a survivor has gone through certain things, we
come to you – Church is the very ﬁrst place we go to. It's a sacred place
and a safe place, and we will continue to come to you.
Lihle Cwinya-ai, Phephisa (Survivor)
We need faith leaders' support – we really need it. They are our point of
reference, because church is where we can be authentic, cry and weep
without anyone judging us…
Yes, we tithe, we pray and we sing – but we also need someone who will
stand with us. Don't just teach us but also stand with us when we need
you. That way we will know that God is alive. God is not only in teaching,
worshipping and singing – but God is in our lives.
Esperande Bigirimana, Phephisa (Survivor)
To our faith leaders- we want to let you know that survivors entrust you with
a huge task for survivors of sexual and gender based violence. We trust
you, you can do better than any other institution.
Nompilo Gcwensa, Phephisa (Survivor)
We have noticed that many people go to churches. We go to church for our
spiritual healing. Usually when you are abused your spirit is attacked
and is hurt. That is why we see it as a need to go to faith leaders, it's
about going for our healing.
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Deﬁnitions

What is Gender Based Violence (GBV)?
What is Sexual Violence?
Phindile Dludla, Phephisa
Inform yourselves also about the diﬀerence between GBV and SGBV. Most
people don't know the diﬀerence. Many don't even know they have been
abused. We need to be speciﬁc what it literally means. If a person
touches you in a certain way or harasses you and touches you in a certain
way, it might not have been sexual throughout, but you still feel harassed.
You should know – need to have the knowledge that when a traumatised survivor
comes to you, you know what is necessary to do, where they are supposed to go.

Gender based violence

is any form of force or coercion
against another person that relates to their gender or sexuality, and
undermines their bodily and personal integrity.

We
must guard
against an 'us
and them'
approach. In a
sense, we are all
survivors.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

Many terms have been
introduced here, which
may be new to you. Which
are most confusing to
you? Why? Where do you
think you can ﬁnd their
meanings?2
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An excellent up to date glossary
can be found at
https://nazariyaqfrg.wordpress.com/

Intimate-partner violence refers to abuse between people
who are in a close (or intimate) relationship.
Types include sexual, emotional, economic, spiritual and cultural,
which may be expressed physically or verbally.

Victim and Survivor
Revd Vernon Hammond (Survivor and Anglican Priest):
If I am someone who says 'victims' as opposed to 'survivors', no one is
going to come to me, because victim is a negative term. But if I am a minister
who says 'survivors' in my speech, then people will come to me because I
recognise that they are people who survive as opposed to victims. I think as
church leaders we use terms very loosely.
Daniela Gennrich (WWSOSA):
At the same time, we must guard against an 'us and them' approach. In a
sense, we are all survivors. We are all aﬀected by gender based violence in this
country, no matter our background – either directly or because someone close to
us has been aﬀected. And perhaps we all have to admit that each of us lives in fear
of becoming victims and survivors, given the high levels of violence in South Africa.

LGBTI or gender or sexually nonconforming
individuals
LGBTI refers to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender or Intersex people. Since this
term was coined, some other acronyms have been added, to be inclusive of all
diﬀerent types of people who do not conform to the assumed heterosexual norm.
These include Queer, Asexual and the + stands for all others who do not ﬁt into the
socially acceptable heterosexual norm, the binary either male or female. Some
people prefer to use the term sexually / gender nonconforming people.1
1
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For further reading and discussion, refer to www.pacsa.org.za/publications/books and go to
Created in God’s Image Tool 13.

The need
to break
the
silence
(#Silence is NOT spiritual)
Male Pastor: Most of the women keep in silos most of the time. As a
pastor, when I preach on the pulpit it is true that we see people crying,
literally weeping, and we think that the Holy Spirit has really come
down upon this place…

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

Lihle Cwinya-ai, Phephisa (Survivor): The church has become
sometimes so holy that you can't raise the issues of violence that
you experience at home.
When we pray in the church as women, the faith leader can sometimes
think the holy spirit is very high today when we as women – we are just
crying for our issues… and we are saying 'Oh God, this husband of
mine', we're just cry about what we are experiencing.

Lihle Cwinya-ai mentions
t h re e re a s o n s f o r w h y
survivors of SGBV do not
talk about their experiences
in their church or with their
faith leaders. What are they?

2.

Do you agree with any of
them? Should there perhaps
be certain things that should
not be talked about in places
of worship? On the other
hand – what might be the
beneﬁts of opening up such
spaces particularly in places
of worship?

3.

What is your experience in
your church or other faith
community? Can you think
of any other reasons?

4.

What needs to be done to
break the silence in faith
communities? Whose
responsibility is it?

5.

What is your next step in
your own context?

We do have so many issues that we are struggling with. We don't talk
about these issues in the church because we are told they are not
related to church but to community and family that should be dealt
with outside the church – when we speak to some faith leaders- not all.
Or we are told– this is a demon, so don't speak about it, so don't speak
about it. Don't speak loud about it because the devil will be happy…just
sit on it.
So you sit on top of it and nurture it, because nobody will approach it
because they say it is a demon… Because everyone is afraid, even
church leaders are afraid of it, so we continue to hide it with the
hope that things will change. Ever since I have joined the church I
can't share because of this thing being called a demon.
Male Pastor: We acknowledge the cries of survivors
and their courage to speak out. We hear you.

The church has
become
sometimes so holy
that you can't raise the
issues of violence that
you experience at
home.
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What
survivors
need:
Creating
Safe Spaces
Male Pastor: But how to make a person to disclose her or his violent
situation or that she has been abused? How?

We
need
more than
prayer
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

2.

3.
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Vernon argues that survivors
do not speak up because of the
way faith leaders speak. Do you
agree with him? Can you think
of some ways that some faith
leaders speak about SGBV that
would make it less possible for
survivors to approach them?
Can you suggest other ideas
about how we speak about
SGBV that would make it easier
for survivors to come to faith
leaders for help?
Phindile is asking for churches
to be safe spaces. What might
make a church an unsafe
space? What do you think it
might mean for a church to be a
safe space? What might be the
responsibility of faith leaders to
make a church a safe space for
survivors of SGBV? And what
would be the responsibilities of
others?
Whose responsibility is it to
start a support group in a
church?

Vernon Hammond, Male Anglican Priest (Survivor): Unless we become
safe spaces and symbols of safe spaces- by the terminology we use, by our
actions, and by the messages we preach…that is the advertisement that we
as ministers should be putting out in order to make ourselves safe spaces for
survivors to speak.
Male Pastor: On the matter of a person reporting they have been abused in
the church – where does one go? I'm not sure about other churches, but
within my church, structures have been put in place to deal with diﬀerent
issues. If they are not there, this needs to be addressed. We need to go back
to our churches and be open enough to create such spaces, and
platforms where survivors can voice out their cries in order to get help.
Yes, it is not right for a pastor to make a decision on behalf of someone else,
but the pastor also has certain people in the church who can assist them.
Phindile Dludla, Phepisa (Survivor): We are pleading with you – to please
open up your spaces for survivors. If they want a place to meet and have
support groups, please open up your church, and if they ask you to
preach about it, do it.
Please become knowledgeable about it… You need to have the knowledge
that when a traumatised survivor comes to you, you know what is necessary
to do, where they are supposed to go. I am pleading with you, please, please,
make your places safe places for us survivors.
We need more than prayer. We need you to journey with us from being a
victim to becoming a survivor.
Male Pastor: I am not sure if we should be there when they go to see a
professional, I can't because some of the survivors are female. But one
of the other female church members could assist. Maybe in our churches we
could set up a health desk and get help there, rather than a female coming to
a male pastor. We have diﬀerent structures within our churches, so they can
go to the Youth desk if young, and if a woman they can go to the Health desk.
Female Participant: The sister from the panel said they need support from
the faith leaders. My view is that if you are a survivor you can make it in the
church. Create your own support group because pastors are not
comfortable to speak about these issues. It can happen - it has happened
in my church.

Faith
leaders as
perpetrators
Lihle Cwinya-ai, Phepisa (Survivor): Sometimes the faith leader
is my husband. He has been abusing me in some way – it happens,
and he is preaching ﬁre there in the pulpit and me, I am feeling the
bruises in my body, I am feeling the pain… those are things that
are happening. And what am I thinking as a woman,.. nobody
knows what I am thinking. And people are thinking, wow, this
pastor is very high and a very powerful evangelist.
Whilst they are complimenting
him on the pulpit, I am thinking
‘hmm – do you even know what
this man is doing to me when nobody
else is looking?’ And I am busy thinking
about the bruises and the pain that I feel.

Whilst they
are complimenting
him on the pulpit, I am
These are problems that we cover up,
thinking ‘hmm – do you
because we don't want anyone in our
business and we want life to just go on. With
the hope that in the future things will be
even know what this man
diﬀerent – will change. Hence we continue
to be patient.
is doing to me when
Female participant: I want to know, if I am
nobody else is
abused by a church leader, where I do go for
help? Is there anywhere I can really go?
looking?’
Female Pastor: What can we do as Pastors and leaders of
the church, to redeem or bring back the dignity of ministry and
priesthood, because we are at the stage where some Pastors in
newspapers, we pastors, are actually abusing young girls in the
Church. What can we do to bring back that respect so that
people feel safe to come to us without fear of being further
abused within the congregation?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

Do you know of any faith
communities where the
leaders are abusers
themselves? How has this
been handled? Do you think
this was appropriate?

2.

What do you think should be
done in such a situation?
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Religious
leaders
call for
patience

Sometimes
they say things
like 'bekezela' (be
patient) - God will
have a way.

Lihle Cwinyani, Phepisa (Survivor): In most cases, if my husband is in the
church, and he is abusing me in some or other way, the church leader
doesn't approach him and sort out the issue practically. But they will tell me
if I report, just keep praying, 'thandaza', 'khubeka'. Sometimes they say
things like 'bekezela' (be patient) - God will have a way. We are not
saying that it's wrong to be patient, but during that time of patience, when I
get home – what will happen?
Female Participant: We are told to be patient in the experiences that we
have. Can the church leaders please help us to understand - What is this
patience that we are talking about? What are we being patient for? And for
how long do we need to be patient?
Male Pastor: As a pastor, I experience a lot of people who have got
problems in their marriage. And I can't tell a person: 'get rid of the person' or
'just leave your marriage' or 'divorce your spouse'. If a person comes to you
as a church leader, you help them in any way you can, you keep on advising
them and praying for them. If that person comes over and over and at that
point you don't have a way forward as a pastor, and you have done
everything- now it is your right to take any decision you like. But you can't
completely involve yourself in their situation. You must limit yourself. I can't
instruct and say 'divorce', or 'go to court'. But I can ﬁnd a way what I can
do. At the end of the day you can ﬁnd yourself being guilty.
Male Participant: A few years ago I worked a lot on cases for schoolchildren
concerning rape. It is kind of diﬃcult for me to tell someone who is being
abused at home – let me say being raped by their father or uncle, and then
when they get to church they disclose this information to you and you
respond by saying 'you need to be patient'.
Male Pastor: In terms of being patient, it is not an ideal comment. But I
might need to use that statement if I am still trying to ﬁnd ways to help
the survivor. Churches need to acknowledge that we are not jack of all
trades, and do not always have the answers.
It is not right to tell someone to be patient. The problem is we are trained
to preach, not to deal with these matters.
Female Participant: I think that pastors are allowed to say that people
should be patient – but their form of patience is kind of in brackets… – you as
a victim, it is your responsibility to take action against the perpetrator.
Which step are you going to take against the perpetrators? Pastors can't tell
you what to do, they can't make the decision on your behalf. Sometimes
you might ﬁnd that a pastor will tell you to get a divorce but his
decision is not based on good intentions but it's about the way he has
looked at you or had thoughts about you… you are attractive and sexy…
And we ﬁnd out that the divorcee is later dating the pastor.
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Religious
leaders
call for
patience
Female Participant (continued): Now the problem with the
generation who were asked out through cell phones or WhatsApp,
they easily get divorced, because he talked to me on the road.
Whereas we who got married a long time ago, if we can count the
things we have been through, and now we are happy because of our
patience…
The pastor didn't have to tell me to be patient. I decided to be patient.
Hence I am saying that being patient is constructive because now
I am able to advise others to be patient.
Sometimes patience does work and as an older person she advises
younger people. But it is important for the church to create the
space to raise such issues.
Male Participant: I think it's an irresponsible statement to come
from the church after years of experience that every other time we
have asked people to be persistent and to be patient and 'bekezela',
we know for a fact that it has never yielded anything positive. So why
do we keep on insisting on a formula that has never worked? I
think it is unfair to survivors and those that are going through any
form of violence to even suggest that. I think it's recklessness. It's
promoting patriarchy. It's being afraid to stand for the truth. It's
wrong and we should not at any stage ask anyone to be patient. Why
are we patient with violence? Why are we even doing that?

It's
being
afraid to
stand for the
truth
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

What do you think it means to
be patient? Is it OK to ask them
to be patient in some
situations, but not in others?

2.

Many diﬀerent opinions are
expressed here about whether
it is right to tell those
experiencing violence in their
relationships or families to be
patient. When you think about
your own situation:

What makes it worse, for me at least - and I say this with respect – is
this idea that we as clergy we should walk alongside survivors but not
tell them for example to get divorced and so on. I ﬁnd that a bit
disingenuous because we are comfortable to tell people to do other
things as priests. But then to tell them when they are in danger to
leave the situation, we say it is not my place. If it's not our territory
to tell them that then we should not tell them about anything
else. So let's not pick and choose.
We need to lead, and lead decisively.
3.

a.

Which of these views do
you most agree with?
Why?

b.

Which do you not agree
with at all? Why not?

A lot of the discussion is really
about the boundary lines of a
faith leader's ministry. Do you
think that private matters
should remain private, or do
you think a faith leader has a
moral duty to intervene to
protect the vulnerable person
in that situation? When can or
should a faith leader intervene
and when not?
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Roles of
men who
do not
abuse
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

Do you agree that most men do not rape? Or
is it possible that, because of cultural or
social assumptions about male dominance in
sex, that perhaps sometimes women do feel
raped because they were unable to say no?

2.

Why do you think sometimes men feel guilty,
even if they do not rape or abuse their
partners in any way? Do you think all men
should take responsibility for the violence
perpetrated by some men?
Do you know what 'rape culture' is?3 How
does it play out in your community? Do you
believe it can promote or excuse SGBV in
your community? How
could ordinary men
(and women) help
to stop rape
culture in their
own contexts?
and when not?

3.

We
call on men
survivors to
join us. We will
give them
support

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

As a man, do or would you feel embarrassed
to disclose if you were abused? Why?

2.

Do you agree that men have to be strong
and not cry, so bear any suﬀering quietly?

3.

What would you do if a male survivor came
to you for help?

3

Rape culture is a new term which identiﬁes the social and
cultural attitudes in patriarchal societies that normalise,
condone or excuse sexual and gender based violence. Think
of how some common things people say do this: eg."Boys
will be boys"; "What was she wearing?", or "Homosexuality is
a sin and deserves to be punished".
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Vusi Cebekhulu (MC): One of the things I say – most of
us as men, we might not be perpetrators or victims of
rape – but we have seen these things happen in our
lives, and sometimes we don't even know that it is
happening within your household, it's happening right
now. Don't wait until it's late, we have to take action
right now, as men.
Phumzile Mabizela (MC): Reality is that the men who
are here are not abusers… We are going to rely on you
as agents of change to challenge other men who are
not here today.

Male survivors
Q – Male Participant: Are there any male survivors?
If so, how do they get help, where do they go? Or do
they hide and not get the courage to speak out like you
have?
Esperande Bigirimana, Phephisa (Survivor): SGBV is
not only a woman's issue and there are male survivors
but they do not like to speak out. Speaking out is not an
easy choice, but we call on men survivors to join us.
We will give them support.
Rev. Vernon Hammond, Priest (Survivor): I'm a priest
and a pastor, an alcoholic and a drug addict - and a
survivor. So there are men survivors.
Vusi Cebekhulu (MC): We do have male survivors. But
unfortunately we have the socialisation where us men
we have to be strong, we have to be tough, don't cry….
a man only cries on the inside… That's the reason we
don't report, because if I'm being abused sexually, or in
any kind of way, I can't report, because if I do report
they will laugh at me. They will ask what kind of man
is this? But fortunately we see more men coming
forward to report cases.

Roles of
men who
do not
abuse

A Call to Repentance
Rev Bheki Mathe, Gen Sec ELCSA: Maybe the most important
thing for us as pastors, or shall I say as men, is that when you
come across a problem you cannot deny responsibilitywhatever your sheep do, as a shepherd, it is your
responsibility. We are here as men and as priests, we cannot
deny that we are also men… We can't point at other men, we also
have to take responsibility --- all of us men.

Therefore I would like to apologise… in the
name of all the abusers / perpetrators against
women and children… Secondly I would like to
apologise in the name of all church leaders and
evangelists who are abusing women… Thirdly, I
acknowledge that we should open up more
spaces to discuss such issues…
Male Pastor: I would like to follow the footsteps of the previous
speaker, who says that those who are here are men and they
need to accept responsibility – a kind of corporate guilt. I am
beginning to pity faith leaders now.

When
you come across a
problem you cannot
deny responsibilitywhatever your sheep do,
as a shepherd, it is your
responsibility

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

Do you think Rev Bheki Mathe is
right to apologise 'in the name
of' all those, including clergy,
who abuse women and
children? Or do you agree with
the second pastor who spoke,
that pastors should be pitied
and not blamed? How does
what he says make you feel?
How would you like to respond?

2.

Is it enough to speak out in
marches or in general?

3.

Why do so few people rebuke
an abuser, even when they
know it is damaging to the
abuser's partner or child? What
would make it easier?

4.

Rev Mathe is the General
Secretary of a large Southern
African church with many local
churches.

Female Pastor and NGO Director: We cannot aﬀord to be
quiet. It is not an option. Let us continue to speak out and make
sure that we rebuke people who abuse. Do not accept that it is
normal behaviour.

What do you think he can or
should do to put his apology
into action in his church? What
can or should senior faith
leaders be doing in any faith
community? What can you do in
your own faith community?
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Gender
Nonconforming
People
and SGBV
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1.

Can you feel the pain in
the ﬁrst speaker's voice?
How do you respond to
that?

2.

Do you think it's a good
idea to encourage
homosexuals to speak
out in church? What
might happen if they did?

3.

Is the ﬁrst speaker right
to ask what churches are
doing for people who are
gay or lesbian? What is
your answer?

4.

Male Participant, Gay and Lesbian Network: There is a great deal of
violence against gay men and women, even in their homes. How will the
church engage with this section of the community?
People are abused emotionally or physically, it can be diﬀerent – but I think
…that most people get abused in churches, and yet people don't even want to
mention or recognise that there are disabled and gay people and the lesbian
community. And the churches – don't talk about it. What they do is they
criticise those issues… When they criticise, the person feels neglected. Since
gay people are not accepted in the church, they go out into the community,
but in the community it's the same thing, they are not accepted. So what do
you as church do for those people who are gay and lesbian?
Male participant (NGO): When we speak of GBV it's not only about men and
women, we also have homosexuals. We have to bring them on board, because
they are there within our churches. So we need to accept that there is this
hatred in our churches - things like corrective rape, these things are
happening, and right now we encourage them to come out and speak out
if they go through that.

Are what churches are
doing appropriate? What
else should they be
doing?

So
what do you
as church do for
those people who
are gay and
lesbian?

Challenges
Review of Theologies
Rev. Vernon Hammond, Priest (Survivor): One of the things that we need to
fundamentally change… most of the ministers [even those who preach
equality], say: God created men and women equally and HE (God) created
Adam and Eve, and HE instructed them. That is not a safe space for women
who are abused by men, who may feel that the symbol of malehood is actually
the perpetrator of what they're going through – how do women go into a space
that is male-dominated, male-perpetuated, and with a language which is only
male-inclusive? How do women actually feel safe when they are abused and
have to walk into that situation?

A QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION
1.
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The second speaker talks
about misuse of the Bible.
What are the basic values
your religion stands for?
Do you agree that sacred
texts can be used in ways
that contradict your
religion’s fundamental
values? What criteria can
we use to decide if an
interpretation rings true
or not? 4

So we need to change our theological understanding of what the Bible is. I
think we need to change our terminology that we use in churches. And I think
fundamentally we need to re-think what we do and say as church ministers,
and that's how we'll become safe spaces for those who are survivors to come
to us. If I do not advertise that I am a safe space, no one will come to me.

4

Most sacred texts promote the following basic values: Recognising the dignity of all people and creation;
promoting those things that are life-aﬃrming and rejecting those that are life-denying, or destructive or
harmful; and contributing towards building a common humanity. Adapted from Created in God's Image: A
Gender transformation toolkit for women and men in churches. (Tool 13, p. 262)

Challenges cont.
Lack of training, guidance and referral
networks
Phindile Dludla, Phepisa (Survivor): You need to have the knowledge that when a
traumatised survivor comes to you, you know what is necessary to do, where
they are supposed to go.
Male Pastor: There are diﬀerent ministries – but because they are just there
without speciﬁc knowledge and skills their responsibilities are not clear. So it will
help to be equipped and knowledgeable so that when we return to our churches, we
don't separate people, and also that when we come back to such meetings, we do not
say diﬀerent things but speak with one voice.
Male Pastor and Senior Church Administrator: In the matter of being patient, it
doesn't mean that we are condoning – but I can ask a victimised person to be patient
simply because at that particular time I don't necessarily have all the answers. What is
most important that I am learning now, is that as church leaders, we shouldn't
pretend to know everything.
Male Pastor: Because as Pastors we have been trained in diﬀerent colleges and we are
not told how to handle the situation of abuse. The organisations should help us in
churches, how to help someone who is abused.
Female Pastor: Some of the Ministers don't have training, but they can still create
the spaces for the issues to be addressed.
Male Pastor: Within the church we have professionals that can deal with these
issues.eg Social Workers. I need to use these people as a pastor. As pastors our pastoral
counselling training has not included dealing with all issues, including these. Hence as a
leader, I need to know that when I have just heard of a situation of violence, I can make
use of these professionals who can create structures, ministries, because I as an
individual may not have enough information regarding that particular situation. But I
can create structures that can assist in helping people engage to come to a solution.

Changing Mindsets
Survivor: How do we get those who reject gender equality and do not consider
GBV to be a problem to come to such meeting as this?
Female Participant: I would like to see more Pastors from diﬀerent churches
attend the next meeting. All churches should be consulted.
Male Pastor: I would like see all the pastors of diﬀerent churches – I say that because
every church has its own rules that are diﬀerent. There are still churches who
discriminate against women. There are churches who are more educated about
violence and everything we are talking about. I am not saying that those who are here
are perfect, but I know that there are really churches who are backward and not
educated and do not liberate women – that see a woman as 'just a woman'.
So next time I would like it if in such a workshop have the pastors in the front on the
panel, with all diﬀerent views, so that we can discuss with them…

Some
of the Ministers
don't have
training, but they can
still create the spaces
for the issues to be
addressed

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
1. Lack of training is given as the
main reason why faith
leaders do not respond in
helpful ways to the needs of
survivors. Do you agree, or is
there another reason? Do
you think that having the
knowledge about what to do
will change their attitudes
and approaches? If not, what
else is necessary?
2. What can you do in your
context to change people's
mindsets about gender
equality and GBV?
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Ways forward

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
We are called to 'do the unusual' to
respond meaningfully to SGBV in our
faith communities. Read through the
table below, and consider your own next
steps where you are right now:
1.

What is the ﬁrst thing you are going
to do now?

2.

Who do you need to draw in to
strengthen your initiative?

3.

When?

4.

How will you know you are
succeeding?

Male Pastor: They say this is 'business unusual'. When you
read Luke 10 vs 30- on the way to Jericho – the good Samaritan
that was travelling on that road must have had important
things he had to attend to, but he got
oﬀ his donkey and assisted the person
on the roadside. We need (to) shift our
focus from the norm and do the
unusual in order to deal with this
situation.

They say this
is 'business
unusual'. We need
(to) shift our
focus from the
norm

A summary of the actions proposed
by delegates at the meeting
The delegates at the dialogue/ multilogue made proposals for the next steps that should be
taken together, if we are to move forward to begin to make an impact and build a new
religious and social culture where there is no room for sexual and gender based violence.

Action
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Don't turn a blind eye in church and
community
Break the silence
Churches should have action plans for
holistic work
Identify people's skills, empower them and
use them
Create structures to take the vision forward
Allocate funding

Church Leaders
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ

Gender Education and
Awareness
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
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On-going campaigns
Use men to speak
Community talks
Involve perpetrators
Use social media
Dialogues and workshops
Children, peer educators, Sunday schools
and schools
Parents - both

Ÿ
Ÿ

Re-explore our underlying theological
beliefs
Lobby seminaries
Destigmatise survivors and be nonjudgmental
Ways to ensure integrity: eg. an oath,
values commitment, a dedication to
serve
Speak out and break the silence in
sermons and men's forums
Speak truth to power at police stations,
courts etc
Conﬁdentiality, Conﬁdence and Trust
Use professionals in the church and
refer to other organisations

Safe Spaces
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Create support groups
Be more inclusive of gay and lesbians
Be non-judgmental
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Organisations that work with SGBV survivors and faith leaders on SGBV:

WWSOSA
Tel. +27 (0)724537502
coordinator@wwsosa.org.za
www.southafrica.wewillspeakout.org

info@inerela.org

Phephisa Survivor Network
dumohg@gmail.org.za
espebigirimana@gmail.org.za

mpho@genderjustice.org.za
vusi@genderjustice.org.za

KWAZULU-NATAL
CHRISTIAN COUNCIL
World Conference on Religions for Peace - South Africa

the.director@diakonia.org.za

info@gaylesbian.org.za

info@krcc.org.za

info@kzncc.org.za

wcrpdbn@dut.ac.za
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