
KZN Gender Vibes
Issue no 1 | August 2021

         reetings all! We are very 
proud to share the first issue of 
KZN Gender Vibes with you. 
Through this newsletter, we want 
to celebrate the work of organisa-
tions and individuals on GBV in 
our province. We want to share 
our achievements and our lessons 
learnt. We want to share with and 
inspire each other. KZN Gender 
Vibes is also a space for us to 
collaborate… to reflect on our joint 
initiatives, to discover opportunities 
for shared projects and to be moti-
vated to do more, together.
KZN Gender Vibes is coordinated 
by the KZN Network on Violence 
Against Women and We Will Speak 

Out South Africa with support from 
Gender Links. In this issue, we 
share the work of KZN Network 
and WWSOSA over the last few 
months. 
We invite you to submit stories 
and pics, or even ideas and we will 
interview you and work with you to 
develop articles on your organisa-
tion or areas of interest.
Launched in Women’s Month, we 
take this opportunity to celebrate 
your successes, empathise with 
your challenges and commit to our 
journey together towards 
Generation Equality!

Yours in solidarity

G

Cookie Edwards Co-Editor
KZN Network on Violence 
Against Women

Gil Harper Co-Editor
Asante Gender Action

This newsletter is produced by KZN Network on Violence Against Women and We Will Speak 
Out South Africa, supported by Gender Links.
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We will publish the second 
issue at the end this month 
and invite you to join in and 
contribute. Send articles and 
pics, or contact us with an 
idea.
 
Deadline: 24 August 2021 
Email: gilh@asantegender.
org.za 
WhatsApp messages only: 
0824345874
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Please contact WWSOSA to get 
involved in this initiative. 
Email: coordinator@wwsosa.org.za

   n the aftermath of the unrest, WW-
SOSA is concerned that GBV, other vi-
olence, suicides and substance abuse 
are likely to increase.
Both covid-19 and the unrest has 
affected food access which has led 
to increased food parcel distribution. 
WWSOSA has been producing a leaf-
let of crisis numbers and are asking all 
food and crisis distribution organisa-
tions to circulate with their parcels. 
“Research has shown that social cri-
ses can often lead to increased vio-
lence, trafficking and victimisation, and 
we believe that it is just as important to 
address people’s emotional and phys-
ical safety as their physical wellbeing,” 
said Daniela Gennrich, Coordinator of 
WWSOSA.

With funding from ACT Ubumbano and 
DG Murray Trust, almost 18,000 leaf-
lets were distributed through the KZN 
GBV Coalition and the Anglican Dio-
cese of Natal. Many others were sent 
to local KZN church networks called 
Local Ecumenical Action Networks 
through WWSOSA, who between 
them have distributed about 16,000 in 
emergency food parcels and amongst 
their church networks. 
“We believe that as women are main-
ly the ones dealing with food, the list 
gets into the hands that need it most. 
And as the leaflet is in the format of a 
bookmark, in case the woman is living 
with an abuser it is easy for her to 
slip it into her Bible or Quran,” shared 
Daniela.

I
Crisis Numbers in the Right Hands

GBV Screening Tool in KZN

         BV screening is happening 
throughout the province! The KZN 
Premier’s Office consulted with KZN 
Network and WWSOSA during the 
development of this tool which has 
been launched during this Women’s 
Month.
Using Microsoft forms, the tool is 
aimed at screening the extent and 
nature of GBV in the province. This will 
enable tracking and also identify hot 
spots and trends. 
What the tool does is first explain 
the type of GBV before asking if the 
person has or is experiencing it. So for 
instance, physical forms of GBV will 
be explained and then the person is 
asked if they have or are experiencing 
this form of abuse. And so on.
“GBV has become so normalised that 
it is very common that those 
experiencing GBV are not fully aware 
of it. So as well as screening then, the 
tool in itself is raising awareness and 
educating on the nature and types of 
GBV,” said Phumelele Mngomezulu.

Through collaboration, the Premier’s 
Office added a directory with a list of 
service providers should the person 
completing the screening tool need 
information, assistance or help. 
Another feature is the section where 
you can input your name and contact 
details if you would like more help.
Phumelele explained that in the 
absence of a GBV nerve centre in 
the province, this tool will be critical in 
tracking GBV throughout the 11 
districts in KZN, in terms of incidents 
and response.
Of interest is that ‘lessons learning’ is 
seen as a core aspect of this project, 
which is designed to be ongoing. 
“As well as understanding how users 
relate to the tool and then adapting 
it, we will also look at whether people 
feel comfortable with the particular 
format of the tool. We have already 
begun to work on how best to position 
the tool for people with disabilities. We 
are looking now at developing videos 
with a sign language interpreter, as 

G

well as developing a tool in braille,” 
said Phumelele. 
The tool is already is use through 
gender focal points, provincial 
government, at department of home 
affairs offices and department of social 
development. It is also being shared 
throughout civil society.
We encourage you all to make use of 
the tool in your work – send it out to 
your databases, ask people to 
complete it during food distribution and 
workshops, and ask all your contacts 
to circulate it. Let’s get KZN screened 
for GBV.

https://forms.office.com/r/MimvnhvYxU 
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GBV Rapid Response Team

       ver the last year, we have 
established four GBV rapid response 
team leaders to support survivors, in 
Umlazi, Wentworth and surrounds, 
Inanda and surrounds, and Durban 
Central.
With strong rapid response teams in 
place at a local level, this is starting to 
build an effective locally-rooted re-
sponse between government, service 
providers and the community.
A key set-up activity was to create a 
strong network to assist in a survivor’s 
journey: SAPS (particularly FCS units), 
Thuthuzela Care Centres, hospital 
and medical personnel, social work-
ers, shelters, psychosocial support 
services, safe transport services, faith 
support services and other locally 
relevant services. This serves to close 
the gaps on service delivery to avoid 
secondary victimisation.

We recently held a very fruitful 
workshop with the RRT leader and 

Wentworth stakeholders to discuss 
learnings and improve the holistic 
support for a survivor. 
“We are starting to see a shift to 
support services being survivor-cen-
tred and survivor-focused which 
contributes towards the 
recovery and healing of survivors. The 
aim is to support survivors in 
humanising and sensitive ways. We 
also want to minimise secondary 
victimisation by having clear referral 
pathways in place,” said Cookie 
Edwards, head of KZN Network.
The rapid response team leader 
journeys with a survivor right from 
immediate needs… through safety, 
reporting, support from different 
service providers… linking to 
counselling and psycho-social 
support… support to ensure justice 
is served… and a plan for long-term 
healing and recovery. 
We will be holding workshops with 
Umlazi and Inanda in the coming 
months.

o
Joyce Msomi
Inanda

Phinidle Dudula
Durban Central

Nompilo Gcwensa
Umlazi

Wendy Augustine
Wentworth

KZN Network, in partnership 
with the Mayoral Gender Of-
fice (Funeka Nkosi) and Dra-
mAide (Thenjiwe Manana), 
held seven GBV community 
dialogues around eThekwini targeting women and young girls to 
raise awareness on GBV. The dialogue was very participatory and 
encouraged women and young girls to share their stories

GBV Community Dialogues
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GBV Dialogues at 
Mangosuthu University of Technology 

Darian SmithSizakele Zuma

      he Mangosuthu University of 
Technology (MUT) recently 
approached the KZN Network to 
partner with them by holding GBV 
Dialogues for the MUT student com-
munity.  The aim of the dialogues was 
to ascertain students’ perspectives on 
GBV as well as to respond to students’ 
current realities and challenges 
relating to GBV.  
In partnership with the MUT Student 
Counselling unit, two parallel sessions 
were conducted online with male and 
female students respectively. The 
dialogues were coordinated by Cookie 
Edwards, with Darian Smith facilitating 
an online dialogue with young male 
students and Sizakele Zuma leading 
the online session with young women. 
The Director of Student Counselling, 

Dr Paulette Naidoo, and Counselling 
Psychologist/Student Counsellor, Mr 
Fikile Gumada, were representatives 
from the MUT Student Counselling unit 
who also participated and co-facilitated 
the process where applicable.
Male student participation in the 
session was very limited, which may 
be attributed to a number of factors, 
including the possibility that males are 
not familiar nor necessarily 
comfortable with talking about their 
feelings and vulnerabilities as these go 
against sociocultural masculine ste-
reotypes and norms. Participants were 
willing to share some examples within 
the online group and engage further, 
suggesting that the dialogue space of-
fered them a safe and secure platform 
to explore the sensitive topic of GBV. 

T

The Birth of District GBV Networks 

     hrough a partnership with 
WWSOSA and the KZN Network, 
funded by Gender Links, we celebrate 
the birth of two district GBV Networks. 
Consultation and workshops have led 
to task teams to develop the networks 
in Empangeni, uThungulu District Mu-
nicipality, and Ladysmith, Alfred Duma 
Municipality.

The main aim is to enable organisa-
tions to share resources and practices, 
and network with each other within 
their district network, and then provin-
cially through the KZN Network. Over-
all, it allows for much wider strategic 
development in the approach to GBVF 
in the province. A huge benefit is to 
close the gaps on secondary 
victimisation to survivors of GBV. 
Providing umbrella support, WWSOSA 
and the KZN Network will assist by: 
• Sharing information and 
            resources
• Mentoring and guiding 
            organisations on skills audits 

• Capacity building
• Assisting new organisations  
            and linking them to other 
            organisations for development
• Sharing funding opportunities  
            for programmes and activities

“Our experience during the workshops 
showed Ladysmith and Empangeni 
feel isolated from engaging within 
the broader network of organisations 
working on GBVF in the province. 
So we have committed to supporting 
them to network with other organi-
sations. Many were not aware of the 
National Strategic Plan on GBVF and 
both districts requested workshops on 
this. It is really important that we hold 
contact functions as virtual events are 
a challenge because of lack of data 
or bad data connection,” said Daniela 
Gennrich, coordinator of WWSOSA.

T

The need for practical and emotional 
support to manage GBV incidents and 
experiences emerged prominently 
from the sessions.
As the KZN Network, we identified a 
need for face to face interaction. Of 
critical importance is that going 
forward, we need to provide a safe 
space for interaction for young women 
and men. 

Ladysmith

Empangeni
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Kolisi Foundation Food Relief for GBV Survivors

          orking with GBV survivors 
and vulnerable children, we see the 
hunger and added anxiety during 
covid-19. We were blessed when 
the Kolisi Foundation approached 
the KZN Network with the offer of 
food hampers specifically for GBV 
survivors in communities. 
“We contacted organisations with-
in the network and asked them to 
identify those most in need in their 
communities. In this way, there 
was accountability from the specific 
organisations. Also we knew that 
dignity and safety were taken care 
of as the people receiving have a 
relationship with each of the organ-
isations,” said Cookie Edwards, 

head of the KZN Network.
We coordinated the distribution of 
food to 40 different areas, with the 
pick-up zone being People’s Park, 
Durban. The 200 hampers were 
valued at R160 000 and served to 
feed approximately 1,000 people. 
This follows a previous donation of 
130 hampers.

A huge thanks to the Kolisi Foundation 
and all the organisations we worked 
with.

W

Food Relief 

     hank you to sponsors for generous 
donations of food parcels in the last months: 
• SA Harvest
• Hope For SA (Australia)
• Kolisi Foundation and Boxer
• Prince and Lalsing family (Australia)
• Bloy and Cole family (Australia)
• Jenneker family (France)
• G Mosia (Free State)
• Caroline Peters and Lyn Abrahams  
 who mobilised individuals and 
 organisations in Cape Town to donate  
 towards food relief following the recent  
 unrest in KZN, and to Karlind Govender  
 who transported the goods to KZN. 

Our appreciation to all the GBV organisations 
across KZN that collected and distributed to 
people in the communities. 

T
In the News 

https://bereamail.co.za/269304/womens-month-
combatting-gbv-for-three-decades-and-counting

With thanks to Megan Wakefield and Pressure 
Point for the design of KZN Gender Vibes
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Women’s month interview with Cookie Edwards:
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