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         reetings all
All around us we are hearing 
messages of the 16 Days of 
Activism, and many of us are 
crafting and producing our own 
messages and hashtags while also 
amplifying messages. Often during 
this period, there is a lot of ‘noise’ 
and info overload, as we all try to 
raise awareness of the issues and 
our contribution to ending GBVF.

But somehow, it seems like there 
has been a shift this year. The aim 
in 2021 has been to highlight how 
to move from awareness to 
accountability. We are most 
definitely experiencing this! In 
events and campaigns, there is a 
new and urgent sense of 
accountability. At a personal and 
institutional level. There is a move 
where people are taking 
accountability seriously.  We see 
this unfolding through the Open 
Letters to Self – Messages to 
Myself – where people are 
reflecting at a very deep and 
personal level on their role in 

ending GBV. We are seeing it 
through storytelling sessions, both 
in closed safe spaces and through 
media. And we are seeing it now 
where stakeholders are working 
together in teams involving 
community leadership, municipal, 
provincial and national 
government through the Rapid 
Response Teams in the province – 
the first in the country!

Let us continue to collaborate 
during this year’s 16 Days of 
Activism as we hold ourselves and 
each other accountable. 

Yours in solidarity

Cookie Edwards, KZN Network on 
Violence Against Women 

Gil Harper, Asante Gender Action

Daniela Gennrich, We Will Speak 
Out South Africa
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KZN Gender Vibes is published 
monthly. We would like to thank 
Megan Wakefield from Pressure Point 
who does the design and layout. We 
also want to thank every person who 
contributes, supports, shares and 
talks about the newsletter and the 
issues raised and covered. We invite 
you to join in and contribute. Send 
articles and pics, or contact us with 
an idea.

Email: 
gilh@asantegender.org.za 
WhatsApp messages only: 
0824345874



         aise a family not a hand
Be a good guy
I’m sorry

These are some of the messages that 
youth painted on T-shirts and placards 
during a recent workshop with young 
people from Norway and Newlands 
East. Hosted by Asante Gender Action 
and led by its founder Gil Harper, 
the youth spent three days exploring 
identity, difference and commonalities, 
local challenges youth face, gender 
identity and GBV. On day three, the 
young participants focused on 
messages they wanted to share with 
government and municipal leaders, 
men, women and service providers. In 
groups, they wrote placards and then 
each painted their own message on 
T-shirts. Walking through Newlands 
East, they raised awareness and then 
hung their T-shirts on a line. Motorists 
driving by hooted loudly, especially 
when they saw the placard 
#HootAgainst GBV. Music was 
pumping as the youth danced and 
locals taught guests the Jerusalema. 

“Every year, students from Sunmore 
and Ronningen come over to South 
Africa on a global safari to engage with 

young people, understand national 
and local challenges and to explore 
ways of being global citizens,” said 
Gil, who has a long relationship with 
hosting the group.

“It is exciting to see how young people 
realise that they share similar 
values, dreams and ambitions and 
then explore how different the 
experience is when it comes to being a 
young person in South Africa.”

This year, because their trip fell during 
the 16 Days of Activism, the visitors 
got to experience what GBV truly 
means through stories of survivors, 
panel discussions, engagement with 
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Screening KZN for GBV
Remember to make use of the GBV 
screening tool in your work – send it out to 
your databases, ask people to complete it 
during your online and outreach work, and 
ask all your contacts to circulate it. This 
will help all of us in KZN to better 
understand the extent of GBV in the 
province. Let’s get KZN screened for GBV. 

https://www.skillsaudit.siyaleader.org/

local youth and the awareness raising 
walk and T-shirt activity. 

Asante Gender Action would like to 
thank the following organisations that 
made this trip impactful: Newlands 
East Humane Society, Forever Uniting 
Newlands, WWSOSA, KZN Network, 
and Cookie Edwards and Darian 
Smith. A huge thanks to Oyvin 
Sonnesyn from Sunmore and Kristin 
Glad of Ronningen schools. The 
workshop was aligned to the Faith 
Action to End GBV 120-Day 
Campaign, led by WWSOSA, 
endorsed by UN Women and funded 
by GBV Solidarity Fund – under the 
hashtag #faithingenderjustice 

Please contact WWSOSA to 
get 
involved in this initiative.
Email: 
coordinator@wwsosa.org.za



Sustainability Garden Drive 

        sime Women and 
Amanzitoti Trauma Unit joined forces 
on 19 November 2021 to hold a 
women’s entrepreneurship workshop 
in the Umbumbulu community in KZN 
South Coast. There were 35 women 
and 5 men participating, which 
included youth and elders.

The purpose of the event was to 
conduct a step-by-step gardening 
demonstration to tutor the women on 
how to plant and grow vegetables from 
home in order to start a micro 
agribusiness. Participants were given 
a box of seedlings consisting of 
beetroot, spinach, beans and cabbage 
to kickstart their operations.

“For sustainable change, we need to 
reduce the inequality gap between 
rural women and men in terms of 
access to productive resources, 
services and rural institutions. We 
need to enable women to increase 
their access to economic 
opportunities that can improve their 
individual and household well-being. 
We need to ensure women are part of 
decision-making processes at family 
and community level,” said Nandi 
Ngcobo, board member of Asime.

Guests included successful women 
operating in the agribusiness sector as 
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commercial farmers to educate on the 
prospects of the agriculture 
value chain. Other guests from 
financial institutions imparted 
knowledge on access to finance and 
access to markets which has proven 
to be a bottleneck that SMMEs face 
across the board. It is important in the 
supply space to produce a product 
based on the quantity that is required 
by the market you have secured to 
avoid excess production and waste. 

A motivational speaker was invited to 
inspire women and create awareness 
around the significance of economic 
independence as a means to prevent 
social and financial exclusion which 
causes vulnerability to GBV. Also 
highlighted was the importance of 
land ownership and gender equality in 
the context of a male-dominated rural 
landscape. 

“It was an inspiring day that unpacked 
the opportunities in agriculture for 
women who happen to be crucial in 
the provision of food in their house-
holds anyway. It was all about eco-
nomic empowerment of women using 
arable land to make money to support 
themselves and their families and stop 
the cycle of victimisation and GBV,” 
said Nandi.

The event was part of the Gender 
Links campaign on 16 Days, where 
organisations from the Women’s 
Voice and Leadership SA project 
led awareness and action activities.

Straighten your sister’s crown. 
Be your sister’s keeper.

This was the message Cookie 
Edwards of KZN Network shared at a 
women’s event themed Flourish in His 
Garden during the 16 Days of 
Activism.

Hosted by Pastor Joy Torrens, the 
event took place at the Durban 
Christian Centre Jesus Dome. Cookie 
shared information and motivation with 
over 300 women participants on how 

to contribute to gender equality 
and end GBV. She emphasised that 
there is assistance and support for 
people who are caught in the cycle of 
GBV. 



Ashamed, Unearthed, Restored

            ord I believe, help my unbelief.” 

Is that what it says?! 
See we want to believe, but if we dig 
deep enough, we are afraid that we 
would find that it’s our own shame that 
buries us deep inside our disbelief. 
Although there is no hole deep enough 
for you and I to dig for ourselves, 
yet shovel in hand, we sometimes 
spend the whole night filling up the 
hole of shame in our hearts perhaps 
with anger, grief, guilt, tears, 
distractions tangled up in fears. 

Afraid to sit down and rest, too scared 
to look around in the dark 
to assess the surroundings of our 
hearts. 

And even after we walk away from our 
sleepless toil, we wake up in the 
morning and update our statuses with 
#JoyComesInTheMorning, right?! As 
we all put on our masks to walk away 
from what locks us down yet masking 
our feelings and not seeing that joy 
cannot be found when shame secretly 
covers up the scene of our souls with 
embarrassment.”

These are the first stanzas of a poem 
entitled Ashamed, Unearthed, 
Restored by Mpho Ashley Motene. It 
is found in the second section called 
Lament in the book A TIME LIKE NO 
OTHER: COVID-19 IN WOMEN’S 
VOICES, published by The Circle of 
Concerned African Women 
Theologians SA. 

"L

4

This section begins with an 
introduction to lament by 
Merrishia Singh-Naicker who focusses 
primarily on biblical sources but draws 
from other traditions and disciplines as 
well. The other articles in this section 
are personal experiences of lament 
beginning with three deeply moving 
contributions from our 
youngest authors: Luwelle James (12), 
who wrote The Day My Mom Took Her 
Last Breath; Mahalia Khanya 
Naicker’s (13) Rollercoaster of 
Corona: Life that includes art and 
song; and Tiara’s (19) poem 
Groundhog Year. The last two stories 
are from women navigating difficult 
experiences. In A Blocked Journey 
by Martha Mapasure, a Zimbabwean 
mother studying in Belgium, shares 
her pain of being separated from her 
child due to lockdown. Esperande 
Bigirimana’s Physically Distanced and 
Socially Close is her story as a migrant 
woman who had to face the injustice of 
the death of her husband, her own 
infection with COVID-19 and that of 
her nephew’s in the midst of 
challenges of looking after her family 
as a single parent. The section ends 
with Mpho Ashley Motene’s poem 
quoted above, Ashamed, Unearthed, 
Restored.

These are examples of ordinary 
women making herstory, in the context 
of so much noise about COVID-19. 

The Pdf version of the book is found 
at https://www.wwsosa.org.za/time-no-
other-covid-19-womens-voices/
For bulk print orders, please contact: 
coordinator@wwsosa.org

Hear her every time
Believe her every time
Stand up for her every time



Community must lead Violence Free Zones

     o reduce and prevent GBVr, 
community leaders and members 
need to be driving the change. A 
huge part of the problem when it 
comes to GBV is silence. Silence 
kills. It is essential that we break 
the silence. For this reason, 
community dialogues are a central 
part of the Prevention in Action 
project coordinated by KZN 
Network, WWSOSA and eThekwini 
Safer Cities Unit.

During the month, the organisations 
held the first community dialogue 
in Umlazi which gave community 
members the opportunity to speak 
freely with stakeholders. This will 
lead to the identified hotspot being 
turned into a violence free zone. 

“I really encourage everyone here 
at this dialogue to take it on 
yourselves to encourage other 
community members to join this 
initiative to make the community 
safe. No one person can achieve 
this on their own, but together we 
can make the area violence free,” 
said Gender Director at the office of 
the Premier, Phumeleli 
Mngomezuli, who assisted in the 
facilitation at the Umlazi dialogue.

The Department of Women, Youth 
and Persons with Disabilities 
has recently become involved in 
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this project to provide support to 
strengthen and scale-up the Rapid 
Response Teams that are 
responsible for leading the project 
in the communities.

During both events, many issues 
were raised around bystanderism, 
where no one takes action to 
intervene when violence occurs, 
and accountability, as well as 
protection and prevention.
With community support and 
buy-in, ongoing meetings and 
dialogues will continue until the 
establishment of the violence free 
zone. 
 

   I don’t know where you want to be, but you are not there!

While preparing for the Umlazi meeting, Cookie Edwards and Gil Harper, got lost in the hot spot area. 
Google maps just led them off the beaten path… Pulling into a dead end, Cookie switched off the car, they 
both opened their windows, pulled their cell phones out and started calling people to get directions. Imagine 
– doing this in a hotspot of a hotspot! Anyway, they were put straight when a man came up and told them, “I 
don’t know where you want to be, but you are not there!” He showed them to the Councillor’s office and on 
they went. #GBVdiaries
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Judges conversation

      he International Association of 
Women Judges (SA) in partnership 
with the Wise Collective recently 
hosted a Judges Conversation to look 
at access to justice and the role of 
judges and civil society.

“From this one public conversation, we 
are starting to see things from each 
other’s perspectives. The participants 
began to see things differently. We 
need to host more of these to form 
spaces for us to find each other and 
collaborate to ensure fair justice,” said 
organiser, Pinky Mgobozi . 

Magistrate Lilly Mpungose spoke 
through the process of granting 
protection order and highlighted the 
need for an applicant of a protection 
order being present to speak to the 
magistrate, instead of it being handled 
through affidavit which is still allowed, 
however she emphasized the value of 
applicant taking the magistrate through 
the hardship experienced. She made 
commitment to clearing backlogs. She 
highlighted the role and importance 
of traditional leaders and traditional 
courts in the delivery of justice.

Pearl Andrews, Regional Court, 
highlighted heavier sentences as a 
means of protecting society and 
encouraged that the public at large 
must take responsibility.
Hiigh Court Judge, Judge 
Poyo-Dlwati called on her colleagues 
to be inquisitorial so that reasoned 

judgment is used when sentencing. 
She emphasised that for the J88, it is 
necessary that the doctor is there to 
give evidence. In the conversation it 
came through that impact statement 
is not given as much attention as is 
needed. As this is given after 
judgement, the victims are given the 
space to share and explain how their 
life was impacted because of the 
violence against them. Social workers 
are very useful at this stage, as is any 
documented information. 

Thenjiwe Ngcobo, founder of Incema, 
spoke of child-on-child abuse and the 
reluctance of mainly parents to seek 
support. This can result in the child 
perpetrator even increasing abuse, 
and the child victim to act out and 
possibly become a perpetrator, as well 
as grooming. She raised questions 
on the accountability frameworks for 
child perpetrators who are mostly not 
explained that it is only because of 
their age that they are not prosecuted. 
She called on traditional councils and 
community structures to be involved in 
prevention strategies.

Hlengiwe Buthelezi, LGBTQIA+ 
activist, spoke of the delays in hate 
crime cases, even where evidence is 
available, as well as the leniency of 
sentences. She highlighted the fear 
endured as each day they wonder 
who is next?.  Hlengiwe called on the 
justice system to address secondary 
victimization. 

T
Nomfundo Sipunzi, Regional Court 
Magistrate, highlighted a lesson she 
took from the conversation that GBV 
is not just one incident and there is 
not always hard proof such as bruises. 
She made a commitment on behalf of 
the Women Judges Association (SA 
Chapter) to continue these 
conversations to understand the needs 
of communities better, and for the 
public to understand judges’ role, 
scope and responsibilities. Key being 
fair justice, getting to the truth and 
balancing the facts.

Fikile Vilikazi, researcher and activist, 
spoke of the need for participation 
mechanisms to strengthen citizen 
understanding and ability to influence 
how justice is delivered.  Dr Vilalkazi  
pointed out how the individuals within 
the judiciary system have their own 
influences drawn from upbringing and 
socialisation, which elevates the need 
for structured training programmes.
Omashe Naaido shared role of the 
NPA and shared  services available at 
the Thuthuzela Care Centres. NPA has 
also committed to participate in the 
KZN conversations with civil society. 

Patrick Mdletye, representing civil 
society, proposed the need for 
continuing dialogue, broader 
participation, bringing the men’s sector 
on board and other key role players.
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Imagine writing a letter to your 15-year-old self… or if you are a youth, to your 50-year-old self. 
About your role, your action and your accountability in promoting gender equality and ending GBVF. 
We shared about this in the last issue of KZN Gender Vibes: an initiative of UN Women which is be-
ing taken forward by the Faith Action to End GBV Collective, supported by both WWSOSA and KZN 
Network. Some people have shared their Messages to Myself publicly during events, some through 
media and others have participated in the 120-Day faith-based campaign. Here we share a 
messages to the 15-year-old self and in the next issue, we will share those written to the 50-year-old 
self.

Dear Darian
 
You have come a long way on your quest to creating safe spaces for 
others. You have been part of movements and projects that have shift-
ed thinking towards a non-violent, peaceful society although the work is 
far from done...
 
The most valuable piece of advice I can give to you is to always allow 
the light to shine on those you serve because if the light is shining on 
you then the people you serve are in the dark...
 
To promote love, you need to exude love. In order to see love, you 
need to give love. In order to speak about peace, you need to show 
peace. And most importantly in order to give light, you need to be light. 
Take care of yourself young man because you going to do the most 
amazing things… Stay strong.
 
Love 
Darian 

The Rapid Response Teams in Umlazi and Inanda were 
recently formalised with support from Department of 
Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities. In 
attendance were key stakeholders and a previous SA 
Idols winner. An inclusive and exciting journey for the 
community!



Skills-sharing for impact

        rganisations teamed up to share 
achievements, knowledge and information at 
the provincial launch of 16 Days of Activism 
at the ICC, hosted by the Office of the 
Premier. Sharing stalls were KZN Network, 
WWSOSA, Phephisa Survivors Support 
Group, Advice Desk for Abused Women, 
Umgeni Community Empowerment Centre, 
Newlands East Humane Society and other 
organisations. The power of collaboration!

O
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We Will Speak Out SA (WWSOSA) 
and the KZN Network on Violence 
Against Women are coordinating a 
GBV Capacity Assessment 
Survey to develop a KZN capacity 
strengthening strategy. 

Let’s work in solidarity, learn from 
each other and improve our 
collective practice!

We have previously invited you 
to submit the skills you need and 
what you can offer via the survey 
at a link that did not work well – we 
apologise for that! 

The aim is that we will hold several 
skills-sharing sessions early next 
year – based on what YOUR needs 
are – whether it is fundraising, GBV 

facilitation or trauma counselling 
skills or writing submissions to 
government, or organisational skills 
like financial or project manage-
ment. Together, we can make great 
strides in our collective impact to 
end GBVF. 
Please use the following link: 
https://www.skillsaudit.siyaleader.
org/  



Skills-sharing for impact

ACRONYMS

DBE Department of Basic Education

DHET Department of Higher Education and Training

DOH Department of Health

DOJ&CD Department of Justice and Constitutional 
Development

DSD Department of Social Development

ECD Early Childhood Development

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus

IDPs Integrated Development Plans

PSET Explained in infographic

SAPS South African Police Service

SOGI LGBTQIA+/Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

SRHR Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights

PILLAR 2
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