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        reetings all
Many of us are involved in 
implementing and popularising the 
National Strategic Plan on 
Gender-Based Violence and 
Femicide, which is South Africa’s 
roadmap to a future free from 
gender-based violence from the 
perspective of systemic justice, 
policy, prevention, practice and 
accountability. We have recently 
seen entered into law three new 
amendment Bills which could 
revolutionise the systems and 
social behaviour that uphold 
patriarchy and toxic masculinity, 
while also serving to provide 
justice for survivors and the 
families of femicide victims. On 
paper. These are the Sexual 
Offences and Related Matters 
Amendment Act, the Criminal and 
Related Matters Amendment Bill 
and the Domestic Violence 
Amendment Bill. Experts in the field 
have pointed out that this revised 
legislation is both innovative, clear 
and sound, but sadly may have 
little effect in practice, due to the 

ongoing lack of due diligence and 
shortcomings in service delivery, 
and the legislation does not include 
clear sanction and legal 
consequences for failures in 
service delivery. What good can 
enhanced legislation do if it does 
not protect and ensure justice for 
survivors in practice? In the 
following issues of KZN Gender 
Vibes, we will take a look at this 
legislation and provide you with 
insight into both policy and 
practice. If you would like to share 
your views, please do contact us.

Yours in solidarity

Cookie Edwards, KZN Network on 
Violence Against Women 

Gil Harper, Asante Gender Action
Daniela Gennrich, We Will Speak 
Out South Africa
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KZN Gender Vibes is published 
monthly. We would like to thank Me-
gan Wakefield from Pressure Point for 
the design and layout. We also want 
to thank every person who contrib-
utes, supports, shares and talks about 
the newsletter and the issues raised 
and covered. We invite you to join in 
and contribute. Send articles and pics, 
or contact us with any ideas.

Email: 
gilh@asantegender.org.za 
WhatsApp messages only: 
0824345874



    n her #OverMyDeadBody exhibition, 
Andrea Walters draws attention to the 
women who have died at the hands of 
their intimate partners. She says the 
mediums used to honour South African 
femicide victims is influenced by her 
own experiences of intimate partner 
violence. 
Andrea explains that often memories 
are activated by domestic objects or 
those areas traditionally viewed as 
women’s spaces. “When a woman, as 
sufferer or survivor, sees art relating to 
violence against women, it provokes 
an instinctive response: she 
remembers because she cannot 
forget.”
Searching for a medium that 
represents most South African women, 
irrespective of socio-economic, racial 
or cultural boundaries, Andrea says, “I 
decided that since green Sunlight soap 
bars are found in most households, I 
would carve the victims’ mouths into 
the soap.” They are silent now, and 
many of their stories remain unknown. 
But Andrea’s exhibition gives voice to 
their suffering and loss.
Fifty sculptured mouths are suspended 
at eye level on Perspex shelves. Her 
mother’s passing inspired a 
suspended, illuminated death shroud 
embroidered with the victims’ names 
in gold. 
“A lone singer’s voice mourns the 
dead, while in a televised audio-visual 
performance, I recite the names and 
ages of the femicide victims and their 
manner of death.” A rusted double 
bed hovers above the ground over a 
stained sheet, symbolic of intimacy, 
love and violence, and the slow drip 
of life draining from women in chronic 
abusive relationships.
Visitors are invited to join in and are 
provided with soaps and carving tools. 
“I hope that ‘something’ happens 
between the viewer and the works to 
evoke a response.”
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Join the artist to discuss the work at 2pm:
 04 Mar  |  18 Mar  |   01 Apr  |  15 Apr  |   29 Apr  |  13 May 

Enquiries/Bookings: 031 311 2264

3 March - 15 May 2022

by ANDREA WALTERS

Durban Art Gallery, 2nd Floor



Creating safe environments: our human rights

         ne of the fundamental human rights we 
have is the right to a safe environment. This 
was the focus of a public discussion to mark 
Human Rights Day this month, hosted by 
various chapters of Amnesty International, in 
partnership with WESSA which involved rich 
discussions about key human rights issues, 
including GBV.

Most participants were students from KZN 
higher education institutions. There was 
agreement about the need to take steps to 
address GBV much more intentionally at 
tertiary campuses, and to collaborate in 
programmes to address matters underlying all 
forms of violence, including economic 
insecurity and mental health issues.
While the participants were in four working 
groups with different themes, commonalities 
strongly emerged in the discussions in the 
GBV group and the one on looting in KZN in 
July last year.

“There was a realisation that violence is really 
a symptom of social fragmentation, economic 
inequalities and related mental health 
issues. This was festering even long before 
the stresses of COVID added to the multiple 
traumas and chronic health issues experi-
enced for many years now by communities 
that have been marginalised in our democratic 
state,” shared Daniela Gennrich of 
WWSOSA who facilitated the discussion in the 
GBV working groups.

She added that participants voiced out that 
if we are ever to achieve the right to safety 
and security of all South Africans, we need to 
intentionally address the combination of our 
heritage of apartheid and gang violence and 
economic disparity (itself a form of structural 
violence), coupled with the dominant 
patriarchal ideologies promoted by our 
religio-cultural and family institutions.
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What stood out was the realisation that “we, 
too, are capable of abuse, especially if we do 
not work with the wounds that have taken us 
into GBV work... If we don't do that, we risk no 
longer being wounded healers but wounded 
wounders”.

And yet these wounds can also become a 
source of strength to engage in healing work, 
as Gloria Steinem said: "The final stage of 
healing is using what happens to you to help 
other people."



Activation of violence free zones

   magine a knock at the door, and 
you open to find a friendly community 
member who wants to discuss making 
the community a violence free zone, 
and a place free from GBV. 
Community engagers have been 
recruited and trained for an 
upcoming phase of the Prevention in 
Action project, headed by Rapid 
Response Teams (RRTs) in Umlazi 
and Newlands.
The RRTs comprise all stakeholders in 
each community as part of an 
initiative coordinated by KZN Network 
and WWSOSA. TORs have been 
signed in both areas to commit to 
being part of the RRT in terms of 
responsibilities to work with survivors 
to have a clear pathway for healing 
and justice. One of the activities is to 
establish Prevention in Action, 
violence free zones. Each community 
identified a hotspot and has developed 
a six-month implementation plan. 
This innovative project is supported 

by eThekwini Safer Cities which will 
conduct safety audits in the hotspots, 
as well as the national Department of 
Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities 
which is part of this 
pilot with a view to 
rolling out in the 
province. Exciting action 
for impact is about to kick 
off, which will involve 
community entry 
dialogues and the 
community engagers. 
Updates to follow!

I
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#BreakTheBias

          n International Women’s Day 
this month, people in KZN joined the 
global #BreakTheBias campaign by 
striking a symbolic pose. The message 
was: Together we can break the bias 
on International Women’s Day and 
beyond. The campaign encouraged 
people to individually step up to break 
the bias in all spaces and places from 
homes to workplaces. 
Here, Alice Mathebula and Daniel Seiti 
show their commitment.

O



Silencing the survivor
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   f I survivor is raped by a stranger, 
they are more likely to seek justice 
and report a case and go through 
the justice system, than if they know 
the perpetrator. This is the view of a 
member of a member of the Phephisa 
Survivors Network which is an active 
official partner with We Will Speak Out 
SA.

When there is a relationship involved, 
the likelihood of reporting drastically 
decreases. She said this goes to the 
heart of the matter about why many 
survivors do not want to report or 
perhaps take a long time to go to an 
organisation or person just to talk or 
seek support to cope. They may leave 
the abusive situation, may not be able 
to or even have no intention of ever 
reporting. To paint a picture of this she 
said: “When you know a person and 
have a relationship with them, it is very 
rare that someone will report it the first 
time. Especially if it is a family 
member or a close friend or person 
to the family. The ‘victim’ interprets 
this as thinking maybe the perpetrator 
made a mistake. They wonder if it re-
ally did happen. The ask themselves: 
Did I do something to make it happen? 
Was it my fault?” 

She went on further to explain that 
they try to deal with it and try to 
make sense of or explain away the 
behaviour. In doing so, they develop 
coping mechanisms. “They tend to 
defend the perpetrator. While they feel 
the abuse is a betrayal, they in turn 
believe that it will be a betrayal if they 
report this officially or even try to find 
support through organisations.”
We then moved on to discuss GBV 
in the faith sector and focused on it 
happening in the church. She speaks 
of the patriarchal nature of church and 
how it is men who are the 
decision-makers.
A faith leader wields the power and in 

I almost all cases, the abuse has been 
thought through and planned out by 
the faith leader - which then works 
against the survivor who will find it 
difficult to convince others that it was 
abuse. He will have evidence to show 
he did not engage in GBV. She said: 
“Because it is planned, there is less 
evidence and the perpetrator is 
believed. The faith leader actually 
traps them.”

She also commented that many 
times a faith leader will portray it as 
a relationship. He will manipulate the 
situation by asking them to meet at a 
specific place for religious prayer or 
blessing, then say things like: ‘Why did 
you come to my office or my home, if 
you were not interested in a 
relationship?’.

She goes on to talk about how 
counsellors end up 
second-guessing themselves: “As a 
counsellor, if you work with a woman 
who is brave enough to report and the 
justice system fails her, what does this 
mean? The survivor may leave the 
church, feeling betrayed. And what of 
other survivors – they will keep quiet.  

In fact, are silenced.”

“What does this then mean for the 
perpetrator as a leader? He gets 
emboldened to do it again. And so do 
other men in the church, whether 
within the church membership or out-
side of church spaces.”

Phephisa works closely with 
WWSOSA and KZN Network on 
violence against women at a 
community stakeholder level, 
especially through the Rapid 
Response Teams. In a 
multi-stakeholder approach, church 
leaders are key in the teams. 
“We get the church involved in 
stakeholder networking and 
involvement so we get to know the 
pastors in the area and that means 
there is a certain sense of 
accountability.”

Her final comment was powerful and 
disturbing: “[As counsellors,] we can’t 
push women to report because if the 
justice system fails them, if the church 
fails them and if the community fails 
them, then YOU have failed them in 
encouraging them to speak out.” 

#BreakTheBias
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Loving a perpetrator

          ictims of sexual violence 
endure secondary abuse and 
social alienation by individuals blinded 
by love, loyalty and 
self-formulated perceptions of how 
perpetrators ought to look,” says Pinky 
Mgobozi.
She says a perpetrator of sexual 
violence against someone else could 
be the same father who has loved and 
protected you, the same brother you 
have known all your life, the friend 
that has always stood by you, the 
boss that mentored you at work, the 
son you raised with love in a stable 
home or the daughter that was always 
kind. Celebrated personalities, 
professionals, neighbours, church, 
community and traditional leaders, 
activists against different forms of 
abuse, coaches and teachers have 
shown that they too can be 
perpetrators of gender-based 
violence.
Pinky shares what she believes will 
contribute towards building a culture of 
accountability for GBVF:
 
Holding one accountable is an act 
of love. We often associate 
holding people accountable for their 
choices and actions as a form of 
punishment or humiliation, yet it is not. 
Supporting a person to acknowledge 
what they have done and realising the 
impact it has had on their survivor is 
an act of love. If done right it 
empowers them to make better 
choices in the future.

It is time we accept that the abuser 
is the only reason for abuse. The 
power of choice allows anyone to 
decide how he or she acts under any 
circumstances; it then becomes the 
abuser’s choice to choose violence. 
 
Abusers and rapists can be loved. 
In an attempt to convince ourselves 
that we only love good people, we 
fall into the trap of wanting to deny 

the truth when those we love or idolise 
fail our ‘good people’ checklist test. A 
perpetrator’s act of abuse will not erase 
the love they have earned over years 
nor will it erase their talents and skills, 
but denying their actions will not change 
what they have done. It is possible and 
acceptable to love and care for a perpe-
trator of GBVF.

Believing the survivor does not 
invalidate your love for the 
perpetrator; it is not an act of 
betrayal. It is simply accepting that the 
perpetrator has violated someone else 
regardless of his or her 
justification or circumstances.

 Acknowledge and accept that the 
person you love and respect is ca-
pable of making choices you do not 
subscribe to and you are not respon-
sible for their choices. 
Accepting that someone else’s 
choices and actions say nothing about 
you or their relationship with you is a 
step in the right direction. 

Vilifying the survivor might silence 
them but it certainly will not reverse 

"V the act of abuse 
perpetrated against them. It seems 
easier to deny the truth than to accept 
that we expected fair human decency 
from someone 
capable of a criminal act, someone 
who has deliberately inflicted pain to 
another human being. Blaming the 
survivor absolves us of 
confronting the fact that our love and 
trust checklists are flawed. In order for 
us to hold an abuser 
accountable in a loving way, we need 
to accept that it is not about us, but 
about their choice and 
actions.

Accepting that it is not your 
responsibility to preserve 
anyone’s reputation they have not 
earned. Anyone’s reputation is theirs 
alone and not that of the family, the 
church, the school or a community. 
People talking about what a perpe-
trator has done is a reflection of their 
choices and actions, it says nothing 
about you. STOP making it about you, 
hold perpetrators of sexual violence 
accountable.
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Trials and faith 

    won’t be silenced
I won’t be cancelled
I won’t be defeated
I won’t be afraid.
You can chain me,
Put my light out,
Hang me on a tree
Try to bury me, but
I will still speak.

This song – I’ll still speak – by 
Rev Bulelwa Woolly who 
describes herself as “a soul that 
searches for inner peace more than 
anything”. She says: “It is 
dedicated to all the 
women and children that have died 
at the hands of abusive men, how 
their voices are still heard and how 
their voices will never be cancelled. 
Just because they are gone does 
not mean they are not alive. They 
are alive and should be alive in 
each of us. When we speak of the 
injustices done to us as women, we 
speak also for them”.
This song is found in the fourth 
section called Trials and Faith in 
the book A TIME LIKE NO OTHER: 
COVID-19 IN WOMEN’S VOICES, 
published by The Circle of Con-
cerned African Women Theologians 
SA. 

The PDF version of the book can 
be downloaded free: https://www.
wwsosa.org.za/time-no-other-
covid-19-womens-voices/
For bulk print orders, please 
contact: coordinator@wwsosa.org

I



Survivors’ journeys in the faith sector
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           hat happens when GBV occurs 
within a faith institution or church? 
What happens when individuals turn 
to faith leaders for support to deal 
with GBV in their lives, outside of the 
church? Responding to requests from 
multiple faith leaders, WWSOSA and 
ELCSA-DS (the social justice arm 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church) 
developed and ran a series of GBV 
Trauma First Responder and 
Accompaniment Training for faith 
leaders in 2021 and 2022. The 
programme aims to equip the faith 
sector to accompany a GBV ‘victim’ 
through the journey of becoming a 
survivor, by equipping members of 
churches, faith institutions and FBOs 
as First Responders to offer ongoing 
counselling and pastoral support to 
GBV survivors.
We held a discussion with some 
participants who had completed the 
online trainings, and then were 
attending a face-to-face training in 
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal. For them, a 
key learning from the training was the 
importance of body language, active 
listening and rapport, and how to put 
this into practice.  They also learnt the 
power of silence so they could listen 
more to the stories and support needs 
of survivors.
One of the participants who is a doctor 
shared how she is already putting 
learnings into practice: “When I see 
physical symptoms like a headache 
or chest pain that persists but there is 

W nothing wrong physically, I now pause. 
I am able to now say, ‘Would you like 
to have a chat if you feel 
comfortable?’”. In this way, she gently 
offers a safe space. Her challenge 
now is to build up a referral system for 
counselling or care in her area that 
covers public and private personnel 
and facilities.



Survivors’ journeys in the faith sector
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     he Soul City Institute has put out a Request for Applications 
(RFA) on Gender Based Violence and Femicide (GBVF) Prevention 
Programmes for a two-year period, with an emphasis in KZN on the 
following hotspots: Umlazi, Kwamashu, 
Inanda, Empangeni, Osizweni and Ntuzuma.

Applicants applying as sub grantees must

Be black Female-led organisations. 
• Have experience in implementing GBVF prevention 
activities/interventions in identified hotspots. 

• Have a track record in managing small grants of at least R25 000 
per annum (there must be 1 skilled person in group with this 
experience). 

• Be registered as an NPO with the NPO Directorate in the 
Department of Social Development (DSD). (Unregistered entities will 
also be considered if they have a track record of doing related work 
and have 2 reliable references). 

• Membership with Women Networks (e.g. SANAC women’s sector, 
KZN Network on VAW). 

For more information, please visit: www.soulcity.org.za

T
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ACRONYMS

CBOs Community Based Organisations

CJS Criminal Justice System

DOH Department of Health

DSD Department of Social Development

FBOs Faith-Based Organisations

MOU Memorandum of Understanding

NPA National Prosecuting Authority

RTTs Rapid Response Teams

TCCs Thuthuzela Care Centres


